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GOYT VALLEY WATER
SCHEME.,

Questions in Stockport
Council.

SIR WILLIAM KAY'S
CONTENTION.

A discussion took place at the meetinz
¢! the Stockport Tewn Council vesterday
on the Corporation’s proposal to construct
a reserveir in the Goyt Valley, =it
Thomas Rowbothan askeed if some official
stutement could be made in regard to the
vroposal.  Letters of somwe considerable
timportance bad been appearing in the
* Manchester Guaiwdian ™ on the matter,

The Goyt Valley was a veiy popular
rosort. aml in the minds of o good many
people there was gieat regret that it
hould bLe altered. The statement had
been made on the authouity of Sir
William Kay. the chairman of the Man-
ciiester  Corporation Waterworks Com-
mittee, that Manchester could supply the
needs of Stockpart and could do it
cheaper than Stockport could do it by

going to the Goyt Vallev. Ti that were
nok true it wanted an suthoritative denial
fiom Stockport, amd people should be in-
formed of the actual facts.

Alderman Chasles Hoyle said that the
Council would have to go to Patliament
tor consent to the ~cheme, an-l 1the couneil
ought to be very caircful what they did
wid sawl.

Aldevman Hewmy CGreen, chairman of
the Waterworks Commitiee, challenged
the criticisins that had appeared i the
press, and =aul he resented the inter-
fevetiee of the ** Manchester Gaurlian ™
and of Sir Williams Key. Sir Wi!‘liam's
statenmient was o wil'i «tatement to make,
for he Jid not know the cost of Muan-
chestor  waterworks from  Haweswater
Limself, stiil less did he know the cost
of the sclieme for the Goyt Valley. Fe
assured the peopls of the town that
Stockport Waterworks Commitiee woulil
get their supply ol water in the cheapest
and meost efficient manner possible, anel
would not neglect any means of verify-
ing such statements as those of Siv
Williain Kay.

“Why should we ao tu Manchester? ™
he azked. *“They do not keep the T
cains they have ahieady made. They
tried to Jireak the bargain that was made
vears and vears ago when they were
allowed to take our water in Longendale
on the condition that we should have a
million esllons of wiler at 2. a thonsand.
They went to Parliament to tvy and heak
that hargain, a thing no decent business
man wo:uld have done ™

The Stockport scheme, he claimed,
wonld enhance the b2autv of the Goyt
Valley, wiereas the Corporation would
not interiere with the gathering-grounds
and the land surrounding *he rescivoir.
Land thev had not bren able to ohtuin
was heing cleared of all finsher, and the
heauty of {hat nait of the vallev was
poing fast. He honeid the Gevt Valley
scheme would go through
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The Goyt Valley.—* H.5." writes:—May I
point out to all those interested in the
preservation of the Goyt Valley that the
proposal of Stockport Cerporation Water
Eoard to copstruetl two large reservoirs will
shortly come before s Parliamentary Com-
mittee? The tims is drawing near when
every effori will have to be mads o zave
this famous beautv spot, otherwize we shall
be providing an excuse for other corpora-
tions to follow Btockport's example, as weil
as lozing one of Cheshire's anidl Derby-
shire's most 1Er:zzl.-;.ﬂ. possessions. May I
suggest that those who are oppozed 1o the
scheme should appeint a deputation to meet
the First Commissioner of Works and state
their case before himi The attention of the
local members of Parliament should alen ba
drawn to the matter, and the Stockport
Corporation might be asked to reconsider
the proposzal. .
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THE GOYT VALLEY.

The Proposed Reservoir.

To the Edilor of the Munchester Guardian,

Sir.—With reference to Alderman
Green's speech at the meeting of the
Stockport Town Council on Wednesday,
may I point out that his claim that the
Stockport scheme would enbance the
beauty of the Goyt Valley is manifestly
inaccurate, if he refers to what is in-
finitelv the most beautiful part of the
Goyt Valley—namely, that above Goyt
Bridge and the stepping-stones. The
unique beauty of the two miles above the
stepping-stones arises from_ the extra-
ordinary steepness of the glen and the
beautiful hlending of trees, conilers,
chestnuts, beeches, and oaks, with_the
heather and moss-covered rocks. It is
this peculiarly beautiful part of the Goyt
Valley, the most beautiful scenery in
Cheshire or Derbyshire, that all lovers
of nature are so particularly anxious to
save. If 'this remarkably picturesque
glen were to be submerged—as is intended
by the Stockport scheme—its beauty
would be lost to scores of thousands of
citizens of Stockport, alive and yet
unborn. T do not know to which part
of the valley Alderman Green refers when
he speaks of ‘“land they had not been
able to obtain being cleared of all
timber’’; but I do know that both -the
Derbyshire and the Cheshire sides of the
glen in the above-mentioned most beauti-
ful part of the valley are clothed with
chestnuts. beeches, oaks, and pines,
which are particularly beautiful at the
present time of late October.

Alderman Green, having a bad case,
has descended to the old tactics of abus-
ing the plaintifi. Alderman Green abuses
Manchester ‘for having attempted to raise
the price of water supplied by Manches-
ter to Stockport. s not Alderman
Green realise that the cost of the making
and_upkeep of reservoirs and pumping
stations and pipes has risen by at least
%5 per cent since pre-war days? - Surely
not even Manchester can be expected to
supply Stockport at a loss.

One fact of supreme imporiance to the
ratepayers of Stockport is to be noted.
Manchester can and is willing, and is in-
deed already by Parliamentary Act bound,
to suPpIy Stockport. with as much addi-
tio water as‘'she may require, ag soon
as the Haweswater works have been com-

leted. Furthermore, as Sir William
ayv, chairman of the Manchester Water-
works Committee, and his engineers and
financial advisers have worked out, Stock-
port ratepavers will be saved much ex-
ense if the additional water likely to
be required by Stockport in the future
s taken from Manchester and not from
the Goyt Valley. 1 appeal to the rate-
pavers of Stockpcert to save their pockets
and the most beautiful scenery in
Cheshire or Derbyshire at one and the
same time.—Yours, &c,
, M. IxGLERY.
Manchester, October 24.
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The Goyt

Dissenters.

Recent correspondence and news in
these cofumns has explained the nature
of some difficulties which exist between
the Stockport Corporation and the iwo
main bodies of walkers, the Footpaths
Preservation Society and the Ramblers’
Federation. Stockport’s plan for the
partial flooding of the Goyt Valley will
submerge paths commonly used at the
week-ends by the holiday-makers, and
might even cut themm off from a rural
velley whose nearness to the towns
makes it the more precious. The Society
and the Federation, therefore, have twice
asked the Corporation to receive a small
group of representatives to discuss the
plans prepared for Stockport's new Par-
liamentary Dbill. Their request has been
politely received, but so far no meeting
has been arranged. Time is getting
short, and it is expected that the delay
cannot last much longer.

When application was made for power
io construct the Derwent Waterworks
the bodies interested in the preservation
of footpaths gave evidence before the
Committee of the House, and an arrange-
ment with them was ohserved when the
waterworks were completed. 1t is clearly
advantageous that such an arrangement
should be made before and not after the
hill is introduced, and that iz wheat the
walkers' associations desire from Stock-
port. But if accident prevents them
from making out their case to Stockport
end obtaining some measure .of satisfac-
fion it will still be open te them to
oppose the bill.

It 16 not enly footpaths that are con-
cerned, bub the beanty of the upper
slopes and of the timber that stands
there.  There ate quite material con-
siderations. The Chairman of the Stock-
poit Waterwoiks Commitee said yester-
day that the scheme would actually
oenhance the Leauty of the valley. Such
a promige will appeal to those who walk
m it. Nobody wunis the uew work to be
a3 unsightly as the old Stockpurt reser-
voira in the Kinder valley, on the
shoulder of the Peak.
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